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enlargement of the "Edinburgh Castle", in 1884, the new
faall5 seating 3,2005 was as crowded as the smaller one
had been.1 Yet for fifteen years Barnardo, besides all other
duties, retained the honorary post of chief pastor, and
preached to this multitude once, twice or three times a week.
So great, too, was his power as a preacher that many
advised him to concentrate on this work3 leaving other
branches of the Mission to other hands. To this proposal he
could never agree: "I feel that my Master has called me
and given me as my life-work my children; for nothing can
I desert them."
Yet, even after pressure of labour forced Barnardo to
resign the pastorate of The People's Church, he remained
active in its work, preaching frequently and supervising all
its activities. "I unhesitatingly assert", declared Barnardo,
"that those who tell us that the working classes are inimical
to Christianity, are wholly misinformed; I am persuaded
that the Gospel, if faithfully preached with strength of
personal conviction and in plain Saxon, will prove now,
as ever, powerfully attractive to the working classes and
the Poor generally. At the 'Edinburgh Castle3 we have a
crowded morning congregation of decent, respectable
wrorking people, at an hour when all such are popularly
supposed to be either in bed or at the public-house corner.
. . . On Sunday afternoon we have usually 2,500 in
attendance. In the evening the full capacity of the hall is
tested, and I know no more hopeful and inspiring sight than
is afforded by a \isit to 'The Castle* between the hours
of 7 and 8.305 when every one of our 3,200 sittings is
occupied."
It must not, however, be imagined that the People's
Church was a preaching centre alone. Soon, for example,
it had around it a splendid body of deaconesses, who con-
ducted Bible Glasses, Mothers* Meetings, Young People's
* In 1884 "The Castle" was rebuilt and enlarged; at the reopening the Lord
Mayor of London attended with the Sheriffs in state.